
 

 

City:  Richland      Position:  Richland City Council Position 6 
 
Candidate:  Terry J. Christensen 

 

 Why are you running for office? 
 

I am running for a second term on the Richland City Council because I care about the quality of life in Richland 
and will continue to work hard to represent the residents and business leaders in this community. The city is in 
better shape financially than it’s ever been and I would like to continue being a member of the teams that help 
this community reach its full potential. This desire began when I first started coaching youth and serving as an 
officer with the Tri-Cities Girls Fast Pitch Softball Association 25 years ago. That experience led to my pursuing 
additional volunteer opportunities in the community, including: 10 years (5 years as Chairman and 3 years as 
Vice-Chairman) on the Richland Parks & Recreation Commission, the Bomber Boosters, the Tri-City Sports 
Council, and the Tri-City Rod and Gun Club, among others. These experiences taught me the importance of 
being an advocate for the community I serve while on the City Council and the committees I represent in that 
role, which include: serving on the BFT Board of Directors, the Benton County 2060 Affordable Housing 
Steering Committee, the Richland Code Enforcement Board, the Port of Benton, the Energy Communities 
Alliance. I also serve as an alternate liaison to the Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce, Port of 
Kennewick, Business License Reserve Committee, Economic Development Committee and the Richland 
Seniors Association. 
 

 Why do you believe you are qualified to sit on city council? 
 
In addition to serving on the City Council from 2011-2015, my professional experience includes a degree in 
Business Administration from Central Washington University and over 35 years of finance and business 
management experience in both commercial and government industries, 27 of which were spent working at 
Hanford. I retired from Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in 2011. I have also been involved with numerous 
community projects over the years, choosing to volunteer my time to support efforts that I believe enhance 
Richland’s quality of life (see list above).   
 

 How do you see the various governments of the Tri-Cities working together to promote regional 
economic development? 

 
While serving the last four years on the City Council and over ten years on the City Parks & Recreation 
Commission before that, I have developed an excellent understanding of the city government policies and 
processes and have strong working relationships with the other Council Members, our City Manager, our 
Executive Managers, and many business leaders. As I have demonstrated during the previous four years, my 
desire to accurately represent our residents, combined with my extensive finance and business management 
experience give me a tremendous amount of credibility while teaming with City Management to resolve issues. 
 

 In your view, what is the biggest economic opportunity for your city? 
 
The current effort by the Tri-Cities Development Council, the City of Richland, and the Port of Benton on the 
DOE land transfer has a lot of potential for bringing new industry here in the future.  This land has the potential 
to house large industrial employers needed here in the Tri-Cities.  Currently the Duportail Bridge project and 
the Swift Corridor development are connected to the river shore development plan which is key to revitalizing 
the Richland downtown area.  



 

 What is your city’s greatest economic challenge? 
 
One of our greatest challenges the Council and City Manager face in Richland is to balance the city’s cost, 
income, and level of service provided to our citizens.  
 

 If elected, how do you see yourself and city council working with the Regional Chamber to 
promote economic growth? 

 
The City of Richland, in providing funding to the Chamber, has had a successful partnership with them.  The 
Chamber has shown strong support of the opening/ribbon cutting of new businesses in Richland.  However, I 
think it would be really beneficial if more of the public were aware of these events and that more media 
coverage will achieve that.  Currently there is good communication between Chamber staff and the Economic 
Development staff of Richland.  During my last four years as a Council Member, I have come to realize that 
this communication doesn’t always reach the Richland City Council, and would like to see this improve.  I 
strongly support the Regional Chamber in their efforts to promote economic development and look forward to a 
successful partnership in the coming years. 
 

 
 Please return all completed questionnaires to Austin Neilson, Government & Economic Affairs Director, at the Tri-City 

Regional Chamber via email at austin.neilson@tricityregionalchamber.com no later than Friday, September 25, 2015. 
 

 All questionnaire responses will be shared with Regional Chamber members via email, chamber website and chamber 
social media. 

 

 All candidates are offered an opportunity to record a three-minute video about their candidacy/campaign at the 
Regional Chamber office on Wednesday, October 7; Thursday, October 8 or Friday, October 9.  Please contact Austin 
Neilson at (509) 491-3233 or austin.neilson@tricityregionalchamber.com to arrange a date/time. 
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