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PRIORITY ISSUES
Rural Broadband

The Tri-Cities Legislative Council supports the propagation of rural broadband and realizes the successful
build out must be safe, environmentally sensitive, aesthetically acceptable and economically sustainable.
COVID-19 forced many to work from home and conduct remote education for their children, highlighting
the lack of broadband service for rural areas and the inequities this imposes on students and businesses
in the state’s rural areas. Many private efforts to expand broadband in rural areas are found to be
expensive and cost-prohibitive. As such, the Tri-Cities Legislative Council encourages the Washington state
legislature to revise RCW 54.16.330 to allow public utilities and entities, on a voluntary basis, to sell full
retail telecommunications services to city and county citizens, agencies, and businesses. We encourage
the legislature to advance solutions that facilitate locally rooted, democratically accountable broadband
networks that provide fast, affordable and reliable internet access to all Washingtonians.

Transportation Infrastructure

The Tri-Cities metro area is the 4th largest in Washington State and is a hub for commerce, transportation,
medical services, and food processing. The area continues to experience tremendous expansion, and that
growth creates a demand for a transportation system which can allow the area to continue to thrive.
However, it means that there are significant demands to both improve and maintain transportation
infrastructure of the area. There are many issues which can be considered priorities, but the overriding
theme is the need to fund preservation of existing infrastructure as well as new and ongoing
transportation projects to support economic development.

Economic Development Financing

The Tri-Cities has seen consistent population and economic growth over the last two decades. The
population of the Tri-Cities is over 300,000. The sustained economic growth comes from a persistent
approach to economic development. The Tri-Cities has successfully utilized the limited number of
economic development tools available in Washington State, including the Local Revitalization Fund (LRF),
Tax Increment Financing (TIF), the Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) grants and loans,
Optional Sales and Use Tax Rebate for Rural Counties (referred to as Point 09 funds), the Economic
Development and Strategic Reserve Fund and other economic development tools to promote sustained
economic growth in line with community plans. To support continued growth, the Tri-Cities region needs
to invigorate its business climate and capitalize on opportunities with investment in economic
development and infrastructure. As the need for public-private partnerships continues to grow, access to
economic development tools, like LRF, CERB, TIF, and Point 09 funds along with industry tax credits are
necessary for local governments to leverage public investments to promote private sector investments,
increasing employment opportunities and tax revenues, providing a return on investment, while
diversifying the local economy to make it more resilient to an impending economic downturn.

Higher Education & K-12

The economic well-being and future of every community depends on a
well-educated workforce. Maintaining higher education funding will help
ensure new and existing economic development opportunities, provide
access to affordable higher education for our citizens, and help the state
meet its educational attainment goals. The Tri-Cities Legislative Council
(TCLC) advocates state support and funding for the Washington State
Community and Technical College System, continued investment in capital
projects at community and technical colleges, and the advancement of
higher education’s mission through improvements and repairs to core infrastructure.
Further, the Tri-Cities Legislative Council applauds the legislature’s efforts to come into full compliance
with the K-12 McCleary funding obligations. We support continued efforts to meet these funding
obligations for basic education as well as enhancing the funding formula for special education students
and reauthorizing the state’s charter school law. The effects of COVID-19’s restriction on in-person
learning have shown severe impacts for students and families across the state. Lawmakers should ensure
that if in-person learning continues to be inhibited, that parents and students be provided funding options
to pursue educational options to meet their learning needs.

Clean Energy & Lower Snake River Dams

In 2019 Washington state adopted the Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA), which sets Washington
on an aggressive path to achieve 100 percent clean electricity by 2045. While this is an ambitious goal, it
is achievable if existing renewable and clean energy resources are preserved, and new carbon-free,
baseload resources are added to maintain a reliable and affordable electric grid. The Tri-Cities Legislative
Council (TCLC) supports continued operation of the Lower Snake River Dams and the Columbia Generating
Station nuclear power plant, which provide the region with over 4,000 megawatts of carbon-free, firm
capacity. Additionally, TCLC supports the development and commercialization of new nuclear energy
technologies, such as small modular and advanced reactors, which show immense environmental and
economic potential. Future state energy and carbon policies should be technology-neutral, allowing
utilities to choose the carbon-free resources that best meet their future energy needs.

Tourism

Across the state, the tourism industry has suffered devastating impact during the COVID situation. The
Tri-Cities’ tourism partners, from hospitality to restaurants, convention and conference centers to
recreation venues, have seen a loss of 45 percent in revenue. A vibrant economic driver, tourism is
composed of many small businesses that are struggling to survive. A resilient tourism industry is key to
our economic rebound. As the state considers measures to address the economic impact of COVID-19, we
encourage inclusion of efforts assisting this vital industry.

Taxes and Spending

The Tri-Cities Legislative Council (TCLC) supports a competitive and balanced tax climate that promotes
and fosters economic growth through private sector expansion. TCLC supports equitable taxation policies
and sound budgeting practices that promote the region as a smart place to do business. Reasonable
government spending should be prioritized, fund essential services and infrastructure and never exceed
projected revenues. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, once-profitable businesses have
permanently closed and thousands of workers have lost their jobs in the Tri-Cities. The economic recovery
will be long and slow. Despite the fact state revenues are forecasted to increase 10.7% during this biennia
and 7.2% for 2021-23, tax bills are circulating for the 2021 session. The current economic climate is not
conducive to tax increases that add to business costs, possibly slow down the employment recovery, and
make the Tri-Cities a less attractive place to do business.
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RURAL BROADBAND
AT ISSUE
The Tri-Cities Legislative Council supports the propagation of
rural broadband and realizes the successful build out must be
safe, environmentally sensitive, aesthetically acceptable and
economically sustainable.
COVID-19 forced many to work from home and conduct remote
education for their children, highlighting the lack of broadband service for rural areas and the
inequities this imposes on students and businesses in the state’s rural areas. Many private efforts to
expand broadband in rural areas are found to be expensive and cost-prohibitive. As such, the TriCities Legislative Council encourages the Washington state legislature to revise RCW 54.16.330 to
allow public utilities and entities, on a voluntary basis, to sell full retail telecommunications services
to city and county citizens, agencies, and businesses. We encourage the legislature to advance
solutions that facilitate locally rooted, democratically accountable broadband networks that provide
fast, affordable and reliable internet access to all Washingtonians.

TCLC POSITION

Access: broadband access has been thrust into the primary lexicon of Washingtonians in recent
years and even more so during the Pandemic. While the focus of expansion of usage has been
focused on the workplace and homes, the pandemic has exacerbated the needs for expansion
of rural broadband infrastructure.
• Business: Broadband for business is essential, but lack of reliable rural infrastructure severely
limits not only the recruitment of business to rural Washington, but also hampers existing
business’ access to new markets, the ability to compete with competition, and also the attraction
of new workforce - particularly remote workforce.
• Agriculture: Expansion rural broadband access allows for Washington agricultural producers to
expand the ability to search for new customers, find buyers in more lucrative markets, and
identify the most affordable sources of seeds, fertilizers, and farm equipment. Broadband access
is also essential for farmers to take advantage of a new generation of agricultural technologies
built on sensors, data, and artificial intelligence that can help them conserve resources and
increase yields. Having access to these new capabilities will improve rural prosperity and enable
farmers to produce more food.
• Education: The 2020 pandemic has brought to light the need for expanded broadband in
education. Not only is it essential for current educational needs, but it also ensures that rural
school districts and students have access to expanded learning options, allowing students to
participate in online courses that may not be available on their campuses, and to collaborate
with teachers or other students remotely.
• Funding: The large cost associated with delivering broadband to our truly rural areas that have
limited users per mile is a huge obstacle. We support additional grant funding to help offset these
costs as long as the administrative burdens of managing the grant funds are reasonable.
•
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TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE IN TRI-CITIES REGION
AT ISSUE
The Tri-Cities metro area is the 4th largest in Washington State and is a hub for commerce,
transportation, medical services, and food processing. The area continues to experience
tremendous expansion, and that growth creates a demand for a transportation system
which can allow the area to continue to thrive. However, it means that there are significant
demands to both improve and maintain transportation infrastructure of the area. There
are many issues which can be considered priorities.

TCLC POSITION

Preservation of Existing Infrastructure: An increase in dedicated state preservation funding is needed, as is an
improved system of local option funding sources. TCLC supports funding for programs and projects that are part of
the solution for meeting long-term preservation needs.
• Increased Funding for TIB & CRAB: It is critical to increase Rural Arterial Program funds administered by the County
Road Administration Board to construct and maintain the all-weather rural roadways. Also, current TIB funding
levels do not provide adequate funding levels to support the Complete Streets improvements needed to support to
the area’s increasing population.
• Funding Projects to Support Economic Development: The former Local Revitalization Financing Program was very
successful in the Tri-City area, and that success can continue through adoption of the proposed Tax Increment
Financing. Many areas in the Tri-Cities could benefit from this including the following:
Broadmoor Development, Pasco - Vista Field, Kennewick - Lewis and Clark Ranch, West Richland - Horn
Rapids Industrial Park, Richland - Central Richland – Waterfront, Richland
• Retain Nexus for Proposed Carbon Policy: TCLC recognizes the interest in a Cap and Trade Tax on Transportationbased Carbon Emissions, and supports this initiative only if revenues retain a direct nexus to carbon
reduction/mitigation within the transportation and logistics sector.
• Funding for Multimodal Bike and Pedestrian Improvements: The area has two of these projects that need funding:
o Sylvester/SR 395 Bike & Pedestrian Overpass
o Island View to Vista Field Trail System
• Below are several Tri Cities area projects that need support and either funding preserved, or funding approved:
o SR 224/Red Mountain Transportation Improvements – Preserve the $25 million to add capacity and
improve traffic operations on 224 in West Richland.
o Interchange Improvements SR 240/I-82/Aaron Drive – $30 million project to improve mobility at the most
congested roadway in the Tri-Cities metropolitan area.
o Intersection Improvements SR 240/SR 224/Van Giessen Street – $45 million is requested to fund this
project to improve an intersection with significant congestion and accidents.
o Badger Road/Wiser Parkway Improvements – Estimated $18 million to improve traffic flow and safety for
Badger Road, a county highway, and the associated interchange of I-82.
o New Interchange at I-82 and Georgia Street – Estimated $30 million to build a new interchange to serve
Kennewick’s fast growing Southridge area.
o Columbia Center Boulevard Corridor Improvements – $12 million estimated cost to improve a very heavily
traveled principal arterial serving the commercial center of the Tri-Cities.
o George Washington Way Corridor Improvements – Estimated $22 million to help improve one of the
heaviest traveled roads within the Tri-Cities.
o SR 12 At-Grade Crossing Improvements at A Street & Tank Farm Road – This portion of the SR 12 corridor,
which has seen a recent increase in crashes, would benefit from the development of a practical solutions
preliminary design, along with the development of construction plans and estimates, to immediately
address significant safety concerns.
Additional information regarding these transportation position statements and projects can be found in the Benton
Franklin Council of Governments Regional Transportation Priorities enclosed in this packet.
•
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
FINANCING
AT ISSUE
The Tri-Cities has seen consistent population and economic
growth over the last two decades. The population of the TriCities MSA is over 302,000; the fastest growing MSA in the
State with an average annual growth of 2.06% for the last five years. The sustained economic
growth comes from a persistent approach to economic development. The Tri-Cities has
successfully utilized the limited number of economic development tools available in
Washington State. Two of the successful Local Revitalization Funding (LRF) projects are located
in the Tri-Cities, one in Kennewick at the Southridge complex, and the other in north Richland
at the Horn Rapids Industrial Park and Tri-Cities Research District, IPZ. The Tri-Cities is also
home to a number of successful economic development projects that used Community
Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) grants and loans, Optional Sales and Use Tax Rebate for
Rural Counties (referred to as Point 09 funds), the Economic Development and Strategic Reserve
Fund and other economic development tools to promote sustained economic growth in line
with community plans.
Our region seeks continued support for existing companies to expand and new ones to grow.
The Tri-Cities region needs to invigorate its business climate and capitalize on opportunities with
investment in economic development and infrastructure. Partnerships and publicly owned
infrastructure are critical aspects of many economic development projects within our
community, and private investment often cannot move ahead without it. As the need for publicprivate partnerships continues to grow, access to economic development tools, like TIF, LRF,
CERB, and Point 09 funds along with industry tax credits are necessary for local governments to
leverage public investments to promote private sector investments, increasing employment
opportunities and tax revenues, providing a return on investment, while diversifying the local
economy to make it more resilient to an impending economic downturn.
TCLC POSITION
The following is a list of immediate economic development needs facing our region:
• Support the authorization of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and/or Local
Revitalization Financing (LRF) throughout the State
• Retain and expand funding for the Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB)
• Support the extension and expansion of the Point 09 percent Sales & Use Tax for
economic development activities throughout the State
• Support restored funding for Innovation Partnership Zones
• Retain the Economic Development Strategic Reserve Fund
• Expand aerospace incentives to all manufacturing to promote balanced economic
prosperity across the state
• Support the re-establishment of Research & Development tax credits
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HIGHER EDUCATION IN TRI-CITIES
AT ISSUE
The economic well-being and future of every community depends on a well-educated workforce. We need
to keep education on the forefront for state funding. Strong funding for higher education funding will help
ensure we maintain and improve economic development opportunities, provide access to affordable higher
education for our citizens, and help the state meet its educational attainment goals. The Tri-Cities
Legislative Council (TCLC) seeks to bolster capacity for research, STEM degree production, and overall
educational attainment.

TCLC POSITION
TCLC supports advancing the following WSU Tri-Cities and Columbia Basin College objectives:
 Washington State University Tri-Cities (WSU-TC) is the only public four-year institution serving
the south-central region of the state. The new Academic Building provides necessary space to
promote growth in STEM programs, while expanding research opportunities such as those in the
biomass industry and strengthening collaborations with other partners in the Tri-Cities Research
District, IPZ and the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.
o Washington State University’s $931,000 request for maintenance and operations funding
for the WSU Tri-Cities Academic Building in the state’s 21-23 biennial operating budget.
Washington State University requests $931,000 in the 2021-23 biennium for maintenance and operation
funding of the new Tri-Cities Academic Building that will be completed during the 2021- 23 biennium. This
building will provide modern, rightsized STEM teaching laboratory space for first- and second-year
students, which was the most critical space need identified in the campus master plan.
When the Legislature appropriates funds to construct state buildings, it is critical that upon completion,
funding is provided to pay the full fixed costs for utilities, routine and preventive maintenance for both the
building and building systems, as well as custodial services and landscape/grounds maintenance services
and related costs.


Columbia Basin College (CBC): CBC and the WA State Community and Technical College System are
requesting $776 million from the capital budget in support of 32 projects at 29 colleges across the
state. The projects include $2.3 million for design of the Performing Arts Building Replacement
project. The Tri-Cities region is over 302,460 MSA. CBC serves over 29,000 students and community
members in the Performing Arts Building each year. The Performing Arts Building is a critical
instructional and cultural resource for students and community.

With funding, CBC will build a new Performing Arts Center, creating student-centered, flexible and adaptable
environments essential for student success. It will offer students a state-of-the-art learning environment for
music and theatre, an expanded gallery and art studio, and multi-use spaces for informal learning and
collaboration, which are all elements critical to student success. The center will also serve as a gathering
place for concerts, performances, gallery openings, industry-specific training opportunities and other events,
a place which is desperately needed within the Tri-Cities.
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K-12 EDUCATION IN THE TRI-CITIES
AT ISSUE
The Tri-Cities Legislative Council applauds the legislature’s efforts to come into full compliance with the K-12
McCleary funding obligations. We support continued efforts to meet these funding obligations for basic
education as well as enhancing the funding formula for special education students and reauthorizing the
state’s charter school law. Also, critical dollars for the delivery of equitable instruction, including Local Effort
Assistance (LEA) must be protected.
TCLC POSITION
TCLC supports advancing the following K-12 objectives:
Funding
•

It is critical to protect dollars for the delivery of equitable instruction, including Local Effort
Assistance (LEA). Currently there is concern the legislature could reduce or eliminate LEA this year as
legislators look for places funding can be cut.

•

Ensure federal government relief funds dedicated to K–12 are promptly appropriated to school
districts, without supplanting state funding.

•

Update the School Construction Funding Assistance formula from pre-1979 standards to reflect
actual construction costs, educational needs and legislative class-size language.

•

Ensure districts retain levy authority.

Access and Opportunity
•

Reauthorize public charter schools, which are an important option for families, and provide these
charter schools with fair and equal funding.

•

Provide the necessary support to implement Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for students
with disabilities.

•

Broadband infrastructure that provides access for all students and their families (see Broadband
whitepaper)
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CLEAN ENERGY & LOWER SNAKE RIVER DAMS

AT ISSUE
In 2019 Washington state adopted the Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA), which sets
Washington on an aggressive path to achieve 100 percent clean electricity by 2045. While
this is an ambitious goal, it is achievable if existing renewable and clean energy resources
are preserved, and new carbon-free, baseload resources are added to maintain a reliable
and affordable electric grid. The Tri-Cities Legislative Council (TCLC) supports continued
operation of the Lower Snake River Dams and the Columbia Generating Station nuclear
power plant, which provide the region with over 4,000 megawatts of carbon-free, firm
capacity. Additionally, TCLC supports the development and commercialization of new
nuclear energy technologies, such as small modular and advanced reactors, which show
immense environmental and economic potential. Future state energy and carbon policies
should be technology-neutral, allowing utilities to choose the carbon-free resources that
best meet their future energy needs.

TCLC POSITION
TCLC advocates maintaining a least-cost, technology neutral approach to carbon reduction
and will support carbon mitigation policies that do not adversely impact jobs in Washington
state or place our businesses and communities at a competitive disadvantage. We believe
a clean energy future is achievable with the following actions:
 Support development of small modular and advanced reactors, which will provide
new carbon-free, firm electricity generation needed to maintain reliability.
 Preserve the Lower Snake River Dams, which provide the state and region with
enough renewable, reliable electricity to power the city of Seattle, while providing a
host of other benefits, such as navigation, irrigation, recreation, and transportation.
o Removal of the dams would adversely impact our ability to meet the goals
established in CETA, lead to increased carbon emissions from the
transportation of goods, and negatively affect the regional economy.
 Maintaining electric system reliability should be paramount. This is accomplished with
a combination of new renewable and clean generating resources, a practical
regulatory framework, and a focus on the region’s capacity needs. Aggressive
investment in firm, clean resources, such as advanced nuclear, should be a priority.
 Policies and regulations should be complementary across all sectors to achieve the
primary goal of carbon reduction. New policies, such as Cap & Trade, should be
harmonious with CETA and not place unnecessary burdens on utilities and customers.
 The impact of policies decarbonizing other sectors (such as transportation) on the
electric sector should be understood and considered. Cross-sector alignment is
necessary to ensure adequate capacity to meet future load and demand.
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TOURISM IN TRI-CITIES AND WASHINGTON
AT ISSUE
Tourism fuels economic development in our local communities by creating and sustaining
jobs in retail, food and beverage, transportation and lodging establishments through the
marketing of our local attractions, meeting spaces and outdoor recreational opportunities.
Across the state, the tourism industry has suffered devastating impact due to the COVID19 pandemic with a 75% reduction in visitor expenditures (more than $8 billion) since
March 1, 2020 and 106,000 industry jobs lost. Local lodging tax dollars have decreased
exponentially with a 79% decline in the lodging sector. The Tri-Cities’ tourism partners,
from hospitality to restaurants, convention and conference centers to recreation venues,
have seen a loss of 45% in revenue. A vibrant economic driver, tourism is composed of
many small businesses that are struggling to survive. A resilient tourism industry is key to
our economic recovery.
TCLC POSITION
We support the following legislative objectives to advance and strengthen the tourism
industry:
•

•

•

Urgent relief and recovery measures for our tourism and hospitality businesses due to
the current restrictions. As the state considers measures to address the economic
impact of COVID-19, we encourage inclusion of efforts assisting this vital industry.
Ensure the uses of local lodging tax and tourism promotion area statutes remain as
originally passed in the 2013 legislative session, that is, the assessments should only
be invested on activities that result in increased visitor spending
The Washington State Tourism Alliance (WTA), a 501 (c)(6) corporation, in driving
tourism demand that helps Washington businesses and communities recover in the
next five years by reauthorizing the WTA’s essential, but modest base funding, and
approving the industry’s legislative request for $12 million for WTA programs.

Background
The tourism industry in Washington State employs 182,700 people, creates $5.6 billion in
earnings (payroll), generates total direct visitor spending of $21.4 billion, produces $1.8 billion
in state and local tax revenue, and touches our communities in countless other ways. Hotels,
meeting facilities, attractions, restaurants, cultural institutions, tour companies and
transportation providers are among the local businesses greatly impacted by travel to
Washington state.
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TAXES AND SPENDING

AT ISSUE
The Tri-Cities Legislative Council (TCLC) supports a competitive and balanced tax climate that
stimulates and fosters economic growth through private sector expansion. TCLC supports
equitable taxation policies and sound budgeting practices that promote the region as a smart
place to do business. Reasonable government spending should be prioritized, fund essential
services and infrastructure and never exceed projected revenues.

TCLC POSITION
Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, once-profitable businesses have permanently
closed and thousands of workers have lost their jobs in the Tri-Cities. The economic recovery
will be long and slow. Adding new tax burdens on employers and individuals during this
challenging time will only exacerbate the current economic difficulties. State employers are
already facing a massive unemployment insurance social tax increase to help bring the trust
fund balance up.
Washington’s 2019-21 budget is currently projected in balance. The state has roughly $2
billion in reserves. Congress is debating a COVID-19 relief bill that could provide state and
local governments billions in relief. Despite the fact state revenues are forecasted to increase
10.7% during this biennia and 7.2% for 2021-23, tax bills are circulating for the 2021 session.
These proposals included a state standalone income tax on capital gains and a statewide
Seattle-styled “employer compensation tax.”
These particular tax proposals look like efforts to circumvent the state constitution’s
prohibition on a graduated income tax. Washington voters have already rejected 6
constitutional amendments to allow that type of tax. Washington’s Department of Commerce
also advertises the state’s lack of an income tax as a “competitive advantage.”
With the operating budget currently in balance, billions in reserves, a possible Congressional
relief package coming, and the fact that employers and families are suffering under the
government imposed economic restrictions, the TCLC strongly opposes new taxes for the
operating budget. The current economic climate is not conducive to tax increases that add to
business costs, possibly slow down the employment recovery, and make the Tri-Cities a less
attractive place to do business.
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Appendices

2021-23 OPERATING BUDGET REQUEST

OCTOBER 9, 2020

As COVID-19 continues to damage our state and widen economic and racial divides, our community and
technical colleges are uniquely positioned to build a healthy and inclusive economy—to pull people and
businesses through this crisis stronger than they were before. Students of all ages and backgrounds turn to
us to learn skills for a changing and competitive job market while businesses count on us to upskill workers
for the new economy. Our 2021-23 budget request will help Washingtonians recover and thrive, especially
those most affected by the economic downturn.

Our Priority: Protect Investments in Educational Opportunity
We thank the Legislature for passing the historic Workforce Education Investment Act in 2019 to support
accessible and outstanding higher education for the people and businesses of Washington. Budget cuts
to these investments, or to our base budgets, would harm people who were struggling to make ends meet
even before the pandemic. These are our students—young adults, low-wage workers, people without college
credentials and people of color who count on our affordable and local colleges to build a better life. Our
students would have fewer course offerings and less advising and support to finish their studies, graduate,
and enter the workforce and universities. Half our 356,000 students are students of color and 60 percent
experience hunger and housing insecurity. This is our system’s top priority.

Advance Equitable Economic Recovery ($46 million)
At a time when most well-paying jobs require education past high school, our colleges are focused on
improving completion rates for all students while closing the equity gap for students of color. Investments will:
• Ensure all students are successful in an online environment by integrating virtual simulation technologies

into labs and hands-on technical programs. The technology will allow more students to learn remotely
and increase access for working adults and student parents. Workforce students will also gain
experience working in a simulated environment, a valuable skill in a job market that increasingly relies on
automation, artificial intelligence and information technology.
• Address persistent equity gaps by redesigning curricula with an antiracist lens.

Support Workforce Training for Well-Paying Jobs ($26 million)
As the economy moves into a recession, some jobs may never come back, others will change, and new
industries will arise. Investments will help businesses, job-seekers and current employees navigate these
transformational changes. Investments will:
• Increase capacity in Washington’s Worker Retraining Program by 10 percent, helping more laid-off,

unemployed and dislocated workers reskill and start on a career path with higher wage-gains.
• Enhance Washington’s Job Skills Training Program, a dollar-for-dollar matching grant program that
enables businesses to create customized training programs for new and experienced employees.
• Build colleges’ capacity to offer high-demand programs, including nursing, allied health, information
technology, computer science, advanced manufacturing and others.
CONTACT INFORMATION
CC BY 4.0
Except where otherwise noted

Cherie Berthon
Operating Budget Director
phone: 360-704-1023
email: cberthon@sbctc.edu

2021-23 CAPITAL BUDGET REQUEST
OCTOBER 9, 2020

Capital Investments Spur
Economic Recovery Across
Washington

Request Eases 10-year Backlog

Investing in capital projects at community and
technical colleges will stimulate local economies
across Washington. Thousands of people will get to
work in well-paying jobs in the construction industry
and related fields, reinvesting their earning power
in local businesses. The capital projects will create
healthy and safe facilities for people of all ages and
backgrounds to learn skills for a tight and changing
job market.
With the current low interest rates and a
competitive construction market, the state can
stretch investments further and break through a
backlog of projects that will become more expensive
as time goes by.

Our capital budget request reflects the increasing
cost of repairing and replacing buildings that have
aged over a 10-year period in which the state
provided no growth in capital funding for our system.
As buildings aged, costs increased and buying
power declined. Our system prioritizes taking care of
existing structures over adding new area. A higher
funding level is needed to provide students modern,
healthy and safe facilities.
Our $776 million request list is in priority order and
ranked based on a rigorous assessment of the need
for space, condition of existing facilities, systemwide
policy objectives and estimated costs. The request
will fund several minor projects at every college and
32 major projects at 29 colleges across the state.
Fully funding these projects will help colleges serve
students in high-demand programs like STEM and
allied health. Other projects — like those designed
for student services, libraries and a new satellite
campus — focus on supporting student success.

Previous Funding Levels and Request

See reverse side for our prioritized 2021-23 capital request for new appropriations.
CONTACT INFORMATION
CC BY 4.0
Except where otherwise noted

Wayne Doty
Capital Budget Director
360-704-4382
wdoty@sbctc.edu

PORT OF BENTON

Legislative Priorities
Generating Economic Development, Trade, and Tourism in the Inland PNW
Tax Increment Financing

Reliable financing to invest in infrastructure resiliency and job creation are essential to the Washington
economy. Tax Increment Financing would allow public agencies to finance improvements, as they have
in the past with Local Revitalization Financing, to accelerate job creation and business development.
Approval of this tool would obligate local debt/bonding capacity to future revenues, and ensure capital
revenue to compete at the global scale.

Community Based Public Works Programs

AF
T

Support state public works programs designed to support recovering and expanding businesses; such as:
Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB), Public Works Trust Fund, Transportation Improvement
Board, and Model Toxics Control Act (MTCA) funding.

Protect .09 Percent Sales & Use Tax in Rural and Adjacent Counties

Rural counties in Washington have benefitted from up to a .09% “rebate” of locally generated state sales
and use tax for over twenty years. This critical tool helps build critical infrastructure, attract new industry,
diversify economies and create and retain jobs.

Innovation and Commercialization Center (Direct Appropriation Request)

D

R

Washington State University Tri-Cities and Pacific Northwest National Lab generate dozens of individuals
with the talent and expertise to take derived intellectual knowledge to market in the form of complete
products and technology. Another facility with space and diversity of resources is needed to support
technology and agribusiness development, and the Port has lined up several public/private tenants that
would leverage such a facility to support small business incubation with program collaboration between
private businesses and public entities. The Port is seeking $5M in match to develop this 10-18k square
foot commercialization incubator.

USS Triton Sail Park

Expousing the achievements of the Hanford Project and the residual industry support in growing the
inland Pacific Northwest Economy is essential to the local, state, and federal funding in this region. The
Port seeks to fund and develop a U.S.S. Triton Sail Park Interpretation Facility, which would house the
Triton Sail Museum, Hanford History Project, and B Reactor Tours to showcase innovations as a result
of continued federal innovation investment in Richland. Funding for this facility would support recovery
of the State’s Tourism and Hospitality Sectors. The Port is seeking $5M in match to develop this 10,000
square foot facility.

Carbon Policy

The Port of Benton supports a Cap and Trade Tax on Transportation-based Carbon Emissions only if
revenues retain a direct nexus to carbon reduction/mitigation within the transportation and logistics
sectors.
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Port of Kennewick 2021 Legislative Priorities
The Port of Kennewick believes there are opportunities to stimulate the economy and
improve the future economic outlook and quality of life for Port District citizens by
targeting investments which address priority infrastructure and environmental needs
and are a catalyst for jobs, spending, and business expansion and diversification
opportunities. The Port’s two priority projects and related legislative issues are
addressed below.

Economic Development Priorities:
Vista Field Redevelopment: Creating an Urban Center for the Bi-County Area.
The Port of Kennewick supports continued funding and clarification or changes to
Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) programs; and pursuit of LRF
and TIF financing as tools for economic development.
Port of Kennewick is partnering with Benton County and City of Kennewick to transform
a former 103-acre general aviation airfield into an urban town center for the region.
Vista Field is situated at the heart of the region’s commercial core, and the investment
partners are working to transform that site into a walkable, bikeable, pedestrian-friendly
and transit-oriented commercial and residential hub with attractive public amenities. In
fact, Vista Field redevelopment represents one of the most ambitious communitycreation endeavors in Washington State in recent years—an infill project using the
principals of new-urbanism to reduce sprawl, and eventually, at full build-out creating as
many as 3,380 jobs, $460 million in private sector investment, $51 million in new
infrastructure, and $408 million in new buildings. Phase one infrastructure, which is
nearly complete, included constructing water, sanitary sewer, and stormwater utilities;
roads and sidewalks; street and pedestrian lighting; a bosque of shade trees; a village
commons; and a “linear park” featuring a water channel, fountains, vehicle and
pedestrian bridges, and a stream-side esplanade—all within a desert environment. The
city established an all-new Urban Mixed-Use Zoning specifically for Vista Field, and the
entire site is located within a federally-designated “Opportunity Zone” providing tax
incentives for private investment and development. The transformation of Vista Field
into an urban town center will benefit the entire bi-county region and Port of
Kennewick will continue to seek grants and other funding opportunities to
complete the remaining Vista Field infrastructure in phases until full build-out
occurs. However, Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) programs
use median wages as a means of qualifying grant applications—effectively
removing Port of Kennewick’s projects from CERB funding opportunities.
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Urban Renewal/Revitalization (Clover Island and Columbia Drive).
The Port of Kennewick supports continued funding for the Recreation and
Conservation Office grants; continued funding and clarification or changes for
Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) programs; and pursuit of LRF
and TIF financing as tools for economic development.
Port of Kennewick’s work on waterfront revitalization has been a catalyst to bringing
new jobs, businesses, and new spending into an historic waterfront district and
downtown neighborhoods. The Port is partnering with the US Army Corps of Engineers
to stabilize the Clover Island shoreline and restore riparian habitat. The USACE is
preparing to take that project out to bid this winter. The Clover Island 1135 shoreline
restoration project will restore riparian habitat and add recreational pathways,
interpretive elements, and public access to Clover Island which is located within the
Columbia River in Kennewick, Washington. Rivershore enhancement offers the best
opportunity for urban renewal of an older, economically distressed neighborhood
previously designated by the City of Kennewick as a Redevelopment Strategy Area.
The Port’s Clover Island project was designed to allow a phased approach to restoration
and development. And, during the past twelve years a variety of improvements have
taken place including restoring a portion of the West Causeway shoreline; creating the
Clover Island Riverwalk connecting the island with the Sacagawea Heritage Trail,
Historic Downtown Kennewick, and the Columbia Gardens Wine & Artisan Village;
building the Lighthouse Plaza, adding public restrooms and rebuilding the Clover Island
boat launch; adding scenic viewpoints and picnic areas; and installing a series of public
artworks. Funding for additional enhancements to both Clover Island and Columbia
Drive continues to be a significant need. The Port and City have successfully received
grants from the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) Aquatic Lands
Enhancement Account; Boating Facilities Program; and Land and Water Conservation
Fund; the Hanford Area Economic Investment Fund; and Benton County’s Rural County
Capital Fund. The Port and City will continue to seek grants and partnership funding to
further benefit transformation of the Historic Waterfront District. The Port supports
continued funding for the Recreation and Conservation Office which can be used
to benefit the Tri-Cities waterfront. We also continue to seek clarification or
changes to the Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) funding
requirements which currently use median wages to qualify grant applications—
effectively removing Port of Kennewick’s projects from CERB funding
opportunities.

Continuing Legislative Interests:
CERB Clarification: The port recognizes the Community Economic Revitalization
Board is a vital state economic development infrastructure program. However, in the
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Quad-Cities area, Hanford-related employment skews the required wage rate for
potential project applicants. The Port of Kennewick supports increased funding for
CERB and for program clarification regarding “median wage” which could extend
investment opportunities for those projects occurring within specific counties (like
Benton County) that exhibit unique employment considerations.

Prevailing Wage Issues: The port is interested in protecting private sector investments
and opportunities for long-term job creation. In recent years a number of proposed
changes to the state’s prevailing wage laws have threatened to discourage private
sector investment and would significantly impact ports’ ability to act as an economic
catalyst for local communities. Such changes could divert investments and undermine
local job growth. Extreme caution and a careful, studied approach to any proposal
which impacts prevailing wage laws is highly encouraged.

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Local Revitalization Financing (LRF) are two
closely-related public financing methods using tax revenues to fund economic
development, infrastructure improvement or community improvement projects. LRF is
an existing sales tax credit program proven to be a useful funding source. TIF uses tax
revenues from increased property value to pay for the cost of improvements.
Washington is the only state in the nation that does not use TIF to spur economic
development, as state law has determined TIF is unconstitutional. Port of Kennewick
supports restoration of the Local Revitalization Financing (LRF) program, and
encourages legislative changes to the State Constitution to activate Tax Increment
Financing.

###
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Education
Top Ten
The TOP TEN high-level strategies and suggested ideas have been identified in each area (60 total) and
will be used to inform decisions made by the soon-to-be formed Opportunity Area Councils. These councils, comprised of passionate experts and
leaders, will identify actions and teams that will bring myTRI 2030 to fruition.

Education Themes:

Partnerships • High Access Education • Prepared Workforce • Technical & Soft Skills • Interactive Learning

High Level Strategy

Suggested Idea

Experiential work-based learning in school

Bring industry experts into the classroom and students/
educators into the field; industry ambassador programs;
standardize apprenticeship programs

Match students with interests, internships and
experiences

Build a Regional Center for Experiential Learning

Meet current education needs

Oﬀer early access to education

Pathways as part of k-12 education

Expand hands-on exploration experiences and
application of subject matter to real world

Student access to skills training and career
connections

Create business/education partnerships that expose
high school students to workplace options (including
trades) at a younger age: program to introduce diﬀerent
careers; mentor network; parent training; personal/social
responsibility campaign

Consolidation of education resources

Create a virtual place to house resources, programs,
mentor networks, curriculums and donation platform or
fund

Connect jobs and job seekers (connect industry to
individual)

Create an inventory of available jobs, available workforce,
map to career pathways and current/future needs

Expand STEM track options

Create a Tri-City STEM and energy center “the
collaboratory” and/or community stem mentoring
network

Overcome barriers and increase accessibility

Expand access to financial aid; address poverty and
homelessness; engage elected leaders for support of new
programs; break the school to prison pipeline

Establish educational progress opportunities across
work/life cycle

Build employer sponsored internships with scholarships,
competency-based credits in higher learning, layered
certificates, and a bi-lingual community learning academy
for all ages

November 10, 2020

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY MINOR WORKS PRESERVATION FUNDING
Request: WSU requests $35,000,000 in the 2021-23 biennial capital budget to fund the Minor Capital
Preservation/Renewal program at Washington State University, which would provide resources to address the
university’s growing deferred maintenance backlog statewide.

Narrative: Capital budget appropriations for Minor Capital Preservation/Renewal affords Washington State
University resources to fund repairs and improvements to core infrastructure and work down deferred
maintenance backlogs. This request includes prioritized system-wide projects that support minor capital
infrastructure, building systems, and code, addressing health, safety, security, and environmental concerns
while also addressing interior renewals, network cabling and electronics needs. After Pullman, the Tri-Cities
campus is home to the university’s largest single source of deferred maintenance needs with its wealth of
handed down facilities.

Project funding systemwide is critical to ensure facilities comply with health and environmental protection
regulations. Preservation funding is necessary to prevent the continued decline and degradation of existing
facilities (43% of which are over 50-years-old), which has an adverse impact on the university’s ability to
effectively perform its primary mission of teaching and research.

This funding also is valuable in that it can be repurposed to deal with the inevitable failures of core
infrastructure as they emerge.

WSU estimates the current deferred maintenance backlog exceeds $1.4 billion across all WSU campuses and
research stations statewide. This estimate was substantiated in the Higher Education Facility Comparable
Framework 2016 Update. The university has made reduction of the deferred maintenance backlog a top
priority. Unfortunately, the backlog continues to grow at a more rapid rate than current funding levels in both
capital and operations are able to address. A noticeable reduction in the backlog may only be possible with
increased capital and facilities maintenance funding.

November 10, 2020

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY OPERATING BUDGET SUPPORT
Request: Recognizing the state faces a significant fiscal challenge during a time of economic disruption that is
simply unprecedented in modern times, we ask that best efforts are made to minimize operating budget
impacts to higher education and to WSU. We also request that any reductions are not prescriptive so that the
university can administer them strategically to preserve priority programming.
Narrative: Washington’s public colleges and universities are more vulnerable now than before the Great
Recession. WSU has become necessarily leaner and more productive ever since. It’s added 5,000 students, high
demand programming — including a medical school that places 20 students per class in the Tri-Cities — and a
suite of wrap-around services to promote academic success among first generation college students. All this
has been delivered on a state appropriation that only last year returned for FY2008 levels.
But many reductions of the Great Recession have never been undone. Class sizes are still larger and career
track to adjunct faculty ratios are lower than they were in 2008. Just as the specter of new cuts to
appropriation raises the likelihood of deeper reductions, our states colleges and universities are fighting fiscal
fires ignited by the COVID-19 pandemic on multiple fronts. Enrollments are suppressed and non-state-funded
auxiliary funds such as housing and dining are being hammered.

This comes at a time when higher education’s value proposition is called out most clearly. Data from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics in 2012 illustrated how every level of educational attainment corresponded with
better employment and earnings outcomes as the country was emerging from the Great Recession. Initial data
from the COVID recession is reinforcing that with a new, powerful consideration. Federal Reserve data
indicated 39 percent of those employed in February from households earning under $40,000 suffered a job
loss in March while 63 percent of workers with at least a Bachelor’s degree worked entirely from home.

The mistakes of the Great Recession — when university appropriation fell by 41 percent and tuition rose by 75
percent — cannot be repeated.

November 10, 2020

WSU TRI-CITIES ACADEMIC BUILDING MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION FUNDING
Request: Washington State University requests $931,000 in the 2021-23 biennium and $1,078,000 in the
2023-25 biennium for maintenance and operation funding of the new TriCities Academic Building that will be
completed during the 202123 biennium.

Narrative: WSU’s Tri-Cities campus plays a critical role in the university’s broader objectives to increase
overall educational attainment in Washington while delivering research relevant to the lives of its residents.
But campus facilities, most built for other purposes, are inadequate to accommodate all the needs of students
and faculty. For example, the campus currently has only one suitable space for offering chemistry laboratory
sections. Some labs have previously been offered off campus in leased space. Many of the campus teaching
laboratories are too small or are not equipped for teaching undergraduate lab sections of 24 students. Growth
will be impossible without expanding teaching and research facilities on campus and consolidating laboratory
and classroom facilities to meet strategic needs.
The Legislature recognized this need in funding the construction of the Academic Building to house modern,
right-sized STEM teaching laboratory space for first- and second-year students. This type of space does not
currently exist on campus.

When the Legislature appropriates funds to construct state buildings, it is critical that upon completion,
funding is provided to pay the full fixed costs for utilities, routine and preventive maintenance for both the
building and building systems, as well as custodial services and landscape/grounds maintenance services and
related costs. WSU Tri-Cities is home to a number of now aging, handed down facilities or facilities funded from
other sources without M&O funding. Without this funding, WSU Tri-Cities’ expenditures will increase, which
will result in the reduction of essential services provided to students.

The Academic Building will leverage collaboration with partners in Tri-Cities Research District and the nearby
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. It will support degree production in science and engineering and
enhance exposure to undergraduate research initiatives that provide the kind of hands-on experiences known
to bolster academic performance. The Academic Building promises to be a critical resource worth maintaining.

TOPIC for Inclusion in 2021 TCRC Legislative Summary

BACKGROUND
The Benton-Franklin Workforce Development Council (BFWDC) contributes to our prosperous
community by elevating human potential. We are focused on promoting a thriving community by
providing a progressive workforce system.
The BFWDC leads the public workforce system for Benton and Franklin Counties, including oversight
of WorkSource Columbia Basin and TC (Tri-Cities) Futures (youth work skills development and
employment center). We are a 501c3 governed by a business majority board of directors. The
BFWDC contributes to the economic growth of the Tri-Cities and the other communities in our region
by investing federal, state, and private funds into programs and community-based organizations that
improve our local workforce's skills and education and provide businesses with qualified talent.
For additional information, please contact Tiffany Scott, Chief Executive Officer, tscott@bf-wdc.org
(509) 528-6010.
ISSUE AREAS
Workforce Development (Job Recovery/Growth), Education, and Equal Opportunity.
AT ISSUE
The BFWDC has identified three primary issue areas that impact the Tri-Cities and communities of our
region. These issues are important because our workforce and employers are an essential ingredient
that drives business innovation and leads to community growth and prosperity.
POSITIONS

The BFWDC is striving for a healthier ecosystem by asking our regional chambers of commerce and legislative
councils to support the following:
1) Support the ability for parents to work by filling existing childcare capacity gaps. Working parents need
to have affordable and reliable childcare to be successful.
2) Support job seeker technology access and capacity growth initiatives\investments. This is especially
important for marginalized populations seeking jobs and must have access to broadband and internet
access devices to be successful.
3) Support equality in job seeker outreach, opportunities, and skills development investments. Focus on
helping disadvantaged and underrepresented job seekers be successful in finding work.

Contact:

City of Pasco
2021 State Legislative Priorities

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR COMMUNITY CENTER: Pasco requests $4 million to
renovate MLK Community Center located in East Pasco. Built in 1976, this former school
district facility was repurposed as a community center in 1990. The facility lacks ADA
Dave Zabell
accessibility and functionality (physical and technological) as a community center and no
City Manager
longer meets the needs of a diverse and underserved community. Proposed
(509) 545-3404 improvements include renovation of the gymnasium, demo of the classrooms and
replacement with a new center building integrated with the gymnasium.
Saul Martinez
Mayor

citymanager@
pasco-wa.gov
www.pascowa.gov

PROCESS WATER REUSE FACILITY: The City is in the process of identifying
improvements to the Pasco Process Water Reuse Facility supports a growing agriculture
processing cluster, regional farmers, and approximately 2,000 industry jobs. The City
requests $200,000 to conduct and complete value planning with local food processors
and other stakeholders to identify innovative, cost-effective and sustainable solutions for
improvements that maximize value.
PORT OF PASCO REIMANN INDUSTRIAL CENTER: The Port of Pasco has acquired
a 300-acre parcel located between Highway 395 and Railroad Avenue one mile north of
Pasco for development as a new industrial center to accommodate current and future
demand. The City supports the Port of Pasco’s request for $3.5 million to fund the
extension of utilities, roads, and other key infrastructure needed to develop the area.
SR 395/OREGON AVENUE OVERLAY: The City requests $3 million to overlay SR
395/Oregon Avenue. WSDOT initially delayed this preservation project until other city
improvements to the street were completed. Now that the City improvements are done,
WSDOT has delayed their work indefinitely as part of a new department policy to no
longer perform maintenance on state highways with a speed limit less than 45 mph.
SR 395/SYLVESTER BIKE/PEDESTRIAN CROSSING: The City requests $4 million for
a multimodal crossing over SR 395 at Sylvester Street. No bicycle/pedestrian exists at
this location to connect the low-income neighborhoods on the west side of SR 395 to
commercial businesses and essential services to the east.
SR 12 SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS: The two at-grade crossings at SR 12 (A Street and
Tank Farm Rd.) present immediate access safety concerns for residents and businesses.
The City requests to secure funding to identify solutions to address these safety concerns.
MENTAL HEALTH FUNDING: The Pasco community is experiencing increased
homelessness, rising crime rates, and other public safety and health concerns.
As such, the City requests increased funding for mental health services, including
but not limited to additional local option tools, to best meet the community’s
needs.

The City of Pasco Supports/Opposes
FINANCE/GENERAL GOVERNMENT
State-Shared Revenues
Local Control
COVID-19 Response
Election of Judges
Labor Reform
Pet Adoption PRA Exemption

Pasco receives approximately $1.3 million annually from the state,
categorized as “state-shared revenues.” The City urges the State to preserve
and enhance these revenue streams.
Pasco opposes any proposals that restrict, mandate, or otherwise interfere
with the city’s ability to make local decisions.
Pasco requests that if additional federal funds are allocated to the state to
respond to COVID-19, that a portion of those funds be allocated to cities.
Pasco opposes legislation mandating that part-time municipal court judges
be elected rather than appointed.
Pasco opposes legislation that increases labor costs.
Pasco supports legislation that would create an exemption from the Public
Records Act the disclosure of pet adoption information.

INFRASTRUCTURE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Local Transportation Funding
Lower Snake River Dams
Affordable Housing
Economic Development Tools
Main Street Tax Credit Incentive
Program

Pasco supports increased funding and tools for cities to fund the local
transportation system.
Pasco opposes the removal of dams along both the Columbia and Snake
Rivers.
Pasco supports legislative proposals to address housing affordability and a
diversity of housing. The City is completing a Housing Action Plan to address
affordability locally.
Pasco supports economic development tools, including tax increment
financing, to spur development downtown and in key commercial corridors.
Pasco supports legislation that improves the Main Street Tax Incentive
Program.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Social and Criminal Justice
Reform
Basic Law Enforcement Academy
Opioid Epidemic
Marijuana Laws

Pasco recognizes that black, indigenous, and people of color have historically
been disadvantaged and underserved. Pasco encourages the State to enact
reforms to our state’s criminal justice system. Pasco has taken bold steps to
reform policing locally and calls on the state to follow suit.
Pasco supports funding at levels adequate to ensure newly hired officers can
complete training through the Basic Law Enforcement Academy.
Pasco supports proposals that increase funding to address the opioid
epidemic.
Pasco supports policies that honor the City’s authority to ban marijuana
within city-limits.

LAND USE
Pasco DNR Property

Annexation

Pasco will continue working collaboratively with DNR to develop the
commercially-zoned properties west of Road 68. Pasco is opposed to DNR
buying land within the City’s UGA and asks that DNR divest itself of the
undeveloped land it currently owns within the UGA.
Pasco supports incentives that encourage annexation, including utilizing
utility extensions, and mechanisms that facilitate the annexation of
unincorporated islands.

BFCG Regional Transportation Priorities 2021 –
Programs and Projects
The Tri-Cities metropolitan area is the fourth largest in Washington State and has experienced growth at
significant rates over the recent decades. The region anticipates continued population and economic growth,
building on its position as the regional transportation hub. Transition2040, the Benton-Franklin Council of
Governments (BFCG) Metropolitan Transportation Plan, provides a vision for the transportation future of the TriCities region. The below list includes important regional transportation priorities for the Tri-Cities region to
provide information for decision makers:
Preservation of Existing Infrastructure
Local agencies and the Washington State
Department of Transportation face serious ongoing
challenges to maintain their existing transportation
facilities. This applies broadly to a variety of facility
types which impact multiple modes of transportation.
An increase in dedicated state collected and
distributed preservation funding is needed, as is an
improved system of local option funding sources.
BFCG supports funding for programs and projects
that are part of the solution for meeting long-term
preservation needs.
Increased
Funding
for
Transportation
Improvement Board (TIB) and County Road
Administration Board (CRAB)
All-weather rural roads are vital to the transportation
of the $1.6 billion in agricultural goods produced in
Benton and Franklin County. It is critical to increase
Rural Arterial Program funds administered by the
County Road Administration Board to construct and
maintain the all-weather roadways. The Tri-Cities is
one of the fastest growing areas in the state,
consequently many of the roadways serving the area
have fallen below standard to properly serve the
population. Current TIB funding levels do not
provide adequate funding levels to support the
Complete Streets improvements needed to support to
the area’s increasing population and travel diversity.
Funding Projects to Support Economic
Development
The former Local Revitalization Financing Program
was very successful in the Tri-City area, and that
success can continue through adoption of the
proposed Building Business Ecosystems Act/Tax
Increment Financing. Implementation of such a
program would allow creation of business ecosystem
areas for public improvements, which would
generate new revenues from new development and

create a net increase in sales and property taxes to
fund state priorities along with local infrastructure.
Many areas in the Tri-Cities could benefit from this
including the following:
• Broadmoor Development, Pasco
• Vista Field, Kennewick
• Lewis and Clark Ranch, West Richland
• Horn Rapids Industrial Park, Richland
• Central Richland – Waterfront, Richland
Funding for Multimodal Bike and Pedestrian
Improvements
Sylvester / SR 395 Bike and Pedestrian Overpass:
The City of Pasco has identified a need for low
economic, underserved residential citizens living on
the west side of SR 395 to access commercial
businesses on the east by non-motorized means. The
existing structure does not provide sufficient area to
accommodate these bike/ped needs. As a result, a
separate Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge over SR 395
is proposed at or near this location. This project will
provide access and ensure safe, efficient
opportunities for underserved citizens to access
essential businesses. The City proposes to partner
with WSDOT for design and construction of these
facilities.
Island View to Vista Field Trail System: This project
would create new connectivity to address the most
pressing active transportation barrier in the Tri-Cities
region, which is the SR 240 in the Columbia Center
Boulevard area. It would connect city streets in
Richland and Kennewick to a new grade-separated
crossing of SR 240. The system will be constructed
in the vibrant and growing Columbia Center / Vista
Field area of Kennewick and the growing Island
View area of Richland that includes the Columbia
River waterfront. The project planning is underway
because of an allocation of regional federal funds.
The project costs are anticipated to be $5 million.

SR 224 / Red Mountain Transportation
Improvements
The Red Mountain area is forecasted to see continued
growth in the coming years. Recent analysis of
current and future traffic has identified needed
improvements to the SR 224 corridor. This proposal
would add capacity and improve traffic operations on
SR 224, in lieu of constructing a new interchange at
this time. These proposed improvements, along with
the planned local investments, will provide the
infrastructure needed to address future multimodal
access and capacity needs and ensure residential,
commercial and industrial growth continues in the
Red Mountain area. West Richland recently
contributed $541,000 to increase the funding for the
design, environmental permitting and right-of-way
work. Preserving the existing $25 million in
Connecting Washington funding is critical.
Interchange Improvements SR 240 / I-182 / Aaron
Drive
SR 240 is the most congested roadway in the TriCities metropolitan area and is a vital roadway for the
region’s economic life. The intersection at Aaron
Drive is a bottleneck for both regional highway travel
and intracity travel. A practical simple interchange
improvement concept has been developed to
improve vehicle and active transportation mobility
and safety. Grade separating improvements will
dramatically reduce congestion and improve safety,
reversing the current trend of increasing congestion
and serious crashes. The project can be implemented
in the existing right of way and will impact no
sensitive environmental resources. The estimated
project cost is $30 million, and the project can be
implemented quickly.
Interchange Improvements at Intersection of SR
240 / SR 224 / Van Giesen Street
Regional planning indicates that improvements to
the SR 240 / SR 224 / Van Giesen Street intersection
are needed to support vehicular and active
transportation needs. Also, on the vital SR 240
corridor this intersection is currently the site of
significant congestion and serious crashes. A
federally funded concept development study was
completed in 2014 by WSDOT South Central
Region, demonstrating the feasibility and functional
improvements to be achieved. $45 million is
requested to fund this important improvement.

Badger Road / Wiser Parkway Improvements
The proposed project will improve traffic flow and
safety for Badger Road, a county highway and the
associated interchange of I-82. The proposed project
includes the construction of three roundabouts on
Badger Road – two at the interchange and one at the
next intersection to the southwest. The project would
improve safety and reduce congestion through better
traffic flow. The project would also construct a new
non-motorized pathway for pedestrians and
bicyclists that is separate from motorized traffic. The
estimated total cost of this project is $18 million.
New Interchange at I-82 and Georgia Street
The construction of a new I-82 interchange between
the current Badger Road and US 395 interchanges
with I-82 (currently about 4 miles apart) is needed to
serve Kennewick’s fast growing Southridge area and
future Urban Growth Area expansion. This project
would reduce congestion and safety concerns at the
I-82/US 395 interchange and reduce vehicle miles
traveled through a direct access with Georgia Street,
which is being constructed through private
development. The estimated cost is $30 million.
Columbia
Center
Boulevard
Corridor
Improvements
Columbia Center Boulevard is a very heavily
traveled principal arterial serving the commercial
center of the Tri-Cities. This includes the regional
Columbia Center Mall and regional Costco store,
along with other high traffic generators like Target
and Lowes. It is also near the new Vista Field urban
development of the former city airport land. This
project will improve the Deschutes and Quinault
intersections, and widen Columbia Center Boulevard
to three through lanes in each direction, to address
the safety and congestion issues in this corridor. The
estimated cost is $12 million.
SR 12 At-Grade Crossing Improvements at ‘A’
Street and Tank Farm Road
This portion of the SR 12 corridor, which has seen a
recent increase in crashes, would benefit from the
development of a practical solutions preliminary
design, along with the development of construction
plans and estimates, to immediately address
significant safety concerns. With a preliminary
design and estimate completed, the City of Pasco and
WSDOT could establish financial participation
requirements for Private Developments that will
impact these locations.

BFCG Regional Transportation Priorities 2020 –
Programs and Projects
The Tri-Cities metropolitan area is the fourth largest in Washington State and has experienced growth at significant rates over the recent
decades. The region anticipates continued population and economic growth, building on its position as the regional transportation hub.
Transition2040, the Benton-Franklin Council of Governments (BFCG) Metropolitan/Regional Transportation Plan, provides a vision
for the transportation future of the Tri-Cities region. The below list includes important regional transportation priorities for the Tri-Cities
region to provide information for decision makers:
Preservation of Existing Infrastructure
Local agencies and the Washington State Department of
Transportation face serious ongoing challenges to maintain
their existing transportation facilities. This applies broadly to a
variety of facility types which impact multiple modes of
transportation. The further delay of overdue maintenance
activities often results in increased and/or accelerated
deterioration and increased cost of preservation with
deteriorating condition. BFCG supports funding for programs
and projects that are part of the solution for meeting long-term
preservation needs.
Increased Funding for Transportation Improvement Board
(TIB) and County Road Administration Board (CRAB)
Agriculture plays a significant role in the economy of the
Benton-Franklin region. With over 100 commercial crops
grown in the area, Franklin and Benton County’s crops
contribute over $1.6 billion to Washington State’s $9+ billion
agriculture sales each year. All-weather roads are vital to the
transportation of these goods as well as the services that support
agri-business in our area, and it is critical to increase Rural
Arterial Program funds to construct and maintain the allweather roadways. The Tri-Cities is one of the fastest growing
areas in the state, as a consequence many of the roadways
serving the area have fallen below standard to properly serve
the population. Current TIB funding levels do not provide
adequate funding levels to accommodate to the area’s
increasing population.
Funding for Transportation Projects to Support Economic
Development
The former Local Revitalization Financing Program was very
successful in the Tri-City area, and that success can continue
through adoption of the proposed Building Business
Ecosystems Act. Implementation of such a program would
allow creation of business ecosystem areas for public
improvements, which would generate new revenues from new
development and create a net increase in sales and property
taxes to fund state priorities along with local infrastructure.
Many areas in the Tri-Cities could benefit from this including
the following:
 Broadmoor Development, Pasco
 Vista Field, Kennewick
 Lewis and Clark Ranch, West Richland
 Horn Rapids Industrial Park, Richland
 Central Richland – Waterfront, Richland
SR 224/Red Mountain Transportation Improvements
The Red Mountain area is forecasted to see continued growth
in the coming years. Recent analysis of current and future traffic
have identified needed improvements to the SR 224 corridor.

This proposal would add capacity and improve traffic
operations on SR 224, in lieu of constructing a new interchange
at this time. These proposed improvements, along with the
planned local investments, will provide the infrastructure
needed to address future multimodal access and capacity needs
and ensure residential, commercial and industrial growth
continues in the Red Mountain area. No additional funding is
being requested, but action is needed to adjust the scope of the
existing Connecting Washington project, I-82 West Richland –
Red Mountain Interchange, to address this proposed change.
Improvements at Intersection of SR 240/Aaron Drive
SR 240 is the most congested roadway in the Tri-Cities
metropolitan area and is a vital roadway for current and future
economic development in the region. Grade separating
improvements will dramatically reduce congestion and improve
safety, reversing the current trend of increasing congestion and
serious crashes. The estimated project cost is $30 million.
Improvements at Additional Intersection of SR 240 to an
Interchange
Regional planning indicates that four of the existing signalized
intersections on SR 240 should be converted to urban
interchanges. The SR 240/Aaron Drive is the highest priority
among those intersections, as discussed above. The region is
presently evaluating the preferred location for the second
intersection/interchange improvement, with the decision
expected in the first half of 2020. $40 million is requested to
fund the selected second interchange.
Badger Road/Wiser Parkway Improvements
The proposed project will improve traffic flow and safety for
Badger Road, a county highway and the associated interchange
of I-82. The proposed project includes the construction of three
roundabouts on Badger Road – two at the interchange and one
at the next intersection to the southwest. The project would
improve safety and reduce congestion through better traffic
flow. The project would also construct a new non-motorized
pathway for pedestrians and bicyclists that is separate from
motorized traffic. The estimated total cost of this project is
$13.6 million.
New Interchange at I-82 and Georgia Street
The construction of a new I-82 interchange between the current
Badger Road and US 395 interchanges with I-82 (currently
about 4 miles apart) is needed to serve Kennewick’s fast
growing Southridge area and future Urban Growth Area
expansion. This project would reduce congestion and safety
concerns at the I-82/US 395 interchange, and reduce vehicle
miles traveled through a direct access with Georgia Street,
which is being constructed through private development. The
estimated cost is $30 million.

2021-23 CAPITAL BUDGET REQUEST

2021-23 SBCTC Capital Request for New Appropriations
and Financing Authorities
Priority

College

Funding Phase

Project

1

Statewide

2003 operating
fund swap

Preventative Facility Maintenance and Building System
Repairs

Amount
$22,800,000

Cumulative
$22,800,000

2

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Works — Preservation

$26,113,000

$48,913,000

3

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Repairs — Roof

$11,858,000

$60,771,000

4

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Repairs — Facility

$32,466,000

$93,237,000

5

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Repairs — Site

$3,163,000

$96,400,000

6

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Works — Infrastructure

$33,981,000

$130,381,000

7

Statewide

Design & Build

Minor Works — Program

$32,242,000

$162,623,000

8

Shoreline

Build

Allied Health, Science & Manufacturing

$43,848,000

$206,471,000

9

Spokane Falls

2nd half of Build

Fine and Applied Arts Replacement

$19,342,000

$225,813,000

10

Tacoma

Design

Center for Innovative Learning and Engagement

$2,992,000

$228,805,000

11

Clark

Build

North Clark County Satellite

12

Wenatchee

Design

Center for Technical Education and Innovation

13

Shoreline

Design

14

Everett

Build

15

Lower Columbia

Design

Center for Vocational and Transitional Studies

16

Grays Harbor

Build

Student Services and Instructional Building

17

Spokane

Design

Apprenticeship Center

18

Cascadia

Design

CC5 Gateway Building

19

North Seattle

Build

Library Building Renovation

20

Edmonds

Design

Triton Learning Commons

21

Walla Walla

Build

Science and Technology Building Replacement

22

Pierce Puyallup

Build

STEM Building

23

Renton

Design

Health Sciences Center

$3,997,000

$476,375,000

24

Centralia

Design

Teacher Education and Family Development Center

$2,268,000

$478,643,000

25

Skagit

Design

Library/Culinary Arts Building

$2,257,000

$480,900,000

26

Bellevue

Build

Center for Transdisciplinary Learning and Innovation

27

Highline

Design

Welcome Center for Student Success

28

Lake Washington

Build

29

Bates

Build

30

South Seattle

Design

Rainier Hall Renovation

31

Olympic

Build

Innovation and Technology Learning Center

$22,527,000

$613,611,000

32

Everett

Design & Build

Baker Hall Replacement

$31,167,000

$644,778,000

33

Columbia Basin

Design & Build

Performing Arts Building Replacement

$36,738,000

$681,516,000

34

Whatcom

Design & Build

Technology and Engineering Center

$31,663,000

$713,179,000

35

Bellingham

Design & Build

Engineering Technology Center - Bldg. J Replacement

$14,039,000

$727,218,000

36

Clark

Design & Build

Hanna Foster Hawkins Complex Replacement

$24,611,000

$751,829,000

37

Peninsula

Design & Build

Advanced Technology Center

$19,074,000

$770,903,000

38

Seattle Central

Design

Broadway Achievement Center

$2,928,000

$773,831,000

39

Yakima

Design

Prior-Kendall Hall Replacement

$1,957,000

$775,788,000

$53,230,000

$282,035,000

$3,266,000

$285,301,000

STE(A)M Education Center

$3,039,000

$288,340,000

Learning Resource Center

$48,084,000

$336,424,000

$3,206,000

$339,630,000

$44,026,000

$363,656,000

$3,368,000

$387,024,000

$3,096,000

$390,120,000

$30,519,000

$420,639,000

$3,656,000

$424,295,000

$9,483,000

$433,778,000

$38,600,000

$472,378,000

$39,942,000

$520,842,000

$3,126,000

$523,968,000

Center for Design

$32,481,000

$556,449,000

Fire Service Training Center

$31,120,000

$587,569,000

$3,515,000

$591,084,000

Alternative Financing Request for 2021-23

Authority

Grays Harbor

COP for Student Services and Instructional Building (if construction is funded)

$3,200,000

Shoreline

COP to expand Allied Health, Sciences and Manufacturing (if construction is funded)

$3,128,000

South Puget Sound

COP to renovate Health Education Building

$5,000,000

2
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Legislative Priorities
We applaud the legislature’s efforts to provide more adequate and equitable funding for school districts. We ask the legislature to
continue to attend to its paramount duty to provide full funding and support for Basic public education in the state of Washington
by supporting the following:

Adequate and Equitable K-12 Funding
Hold the line on Basic Education funding,
especially enrollment and transportation,
and avoid mid-school year budget cuts.

Ensure federal government relief funds dedicated
to K–12 are promptly appropriated to school
districts, without supplanting state funding.

Enable districts to cover the costs of
employee salaries, health care and beneﬁts.

Ensure districts retain levy authority while increasing
K–12 are promptly appropriated to school districts,
without supplanting state funding.

Protect critical dollars for the delivery of
equitable instruction, including Local
Effort Assistance.

Address K-12 funding inequities between districts:
Special Education; State Salary Allocations;
Experience Factors; School Employees’ Beneﬁts
Board insurance (SEBB); and, Regionalization.

Access and Opportunity for Students and Educators
Support services and training to safeguard the
social-emotional health of students and staff.

Support ongoing learning and professional
development for teachers, staff and administrators.

Advance policies that prioritize closing the
opportunity gap for persistently underserved
students.

Invest in the infrastructure for broadband access
for students and families.

Provide the necessary support to implement
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) for
students with disabilities.

Provide reimbursement funding for district
investments in hotspots and Information
Technology infrastructure

Safe and Suﬃcient School Facilities
Update the School Construction Funding
Assistance formula from pre-1979 standards to
reﬂect actual construction costs, educational
needs and legislative class-size language.

Propose a constitutional amendment to eliminate
the supermajority requirement and allow for simple
majority passage of school construction bonds.
@
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Our Mission
To provide a safe environment in which every student reaches his or her highest potential and graduates well prepared
for success in post-secondary education, work and life. CERTIFICATED EMPLOYEES

BUILT FOR THIS: Main Street drives economic recovery
Main Street is a proven economic development tool which is now more critical than ever for
supporting communities as they work to recover from the economic crisis wrought by COVID-19.
In Washington State, the Main Street movement is fueled by the Washington State Main Street Program
(WSMSP), a statewide program of the Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation. This program
represents 65 towns across the state – ranging from Vancouver to Colville, Dayton to Port Townsend.
These local Main Street Communities work tirelessly to support small businesses, create resources and
partnerships, and build community.

Now is not the time to make cuts to this important program. Instead, we should bolster the WSMSP
and its network of local Main Street Communities. The Washington Trust for Historic Preservation,
as a statewide advocacy organization, supports these measures:
DIRECT SERVICES TO MAIN STREET
COMMUNITIES: WSMSP can ramp up direct
recovery services to communities across the state,
with an emphasis on organizational stability and
small business retention. Services would include
direct business support (changing business models
and design accommodations), web development
and e-commerce, community ecosystem training,
and micro-business development. WSMSP would
provide both individualized economic guidance
and statewide resources to small businesses and
the Main Street organizations supporting them.

CAPITAL GRANTS FOR MAIN STREETS: DAHP
has submitted a proposal for a new capital grant
program for $3,000,000, specifically to support
commercial buildings in Main Street districts. The
grants would support small businesses by providing
funds for safety improvements, restorations, and
physical improvements to their properties. WTHP
supports this proposal and suggests the program be
funded at $5,000,000. This initiative would support
both construction jobs and improve employment
conditions for the small businesses that will
benefit directly from the capital projects this grant
will support.

Budget request: Increase WSMSP funding to
$350,000 annually (currently at $240,000
annually through DAHP)

Budget request: $5,000,000 to DAHP to administer
a Main Street Capital Grant program

“One thing this crisis has highlighted for us and our community is the incredible value of having
the structure and relationships that we have built through the Main Street Program solidly
established. WSMSP has provided a framework, an information highway, and critical relationships to
help our community during this difficult time.”

Not only is Main Street the most effective
economic recovery tool our communities
have, it is also a proven positive return on
investment. For every dollar the State of
Washington has allocated to WSMSP, the
economic activity generated in Main Street
Communities has generated $1.58 back to
the state in tax revenues. That’s a 58% return
on investment.

SUSTAINABLE FUNDING FOR MAIN STREET
COMMUNITIES: These local nonprofit
organizations are lifelines to our state’s small
businesses and critical economic recovery partners.
There is already an economically viable (positive
fiscal return for the state) financing program
established in Washington State through which
Main Street Communities currently meet 25-75%
of their operating budgets: the Main Street Tax
Credit Incentive Program. Enhancing this existing
program will allow sustainable local funding that
doesn’t put Main Streets in competition with small
businesses or other nonprofit organizations.
Budget request: Increase the overall cap of the
MSTCIP to $4,000,000 in tax credits (currently at
$2,500,000 annually) and put in place a partial
(sunsetting in 2023) increase in the credit that
a participating business receives for their
contribution to the local Main Street (currently
75% credit, proposed short-term increase to 90%).

- Ellen Gamson, Mount Vernon Downtown Association

Data from the “Main Street Impact in Washington State, 2011-2019” report by Stover & Associates available at: preservewa.org/impact

2021 Benton REA Legislative Priorities
I.

Red Mountain Transportation Improvements
Recent analysis of current and forecasted needs for the Red Mountain area have identified
improvements to the SR 224 corridor would be a more effective investment at this time to
address the growing needs in the Red Mountain area. Instead of constructing a new
interchange at this time, the Red Mountain Transportation Improvements would add
capacity and improve traffic flow. No new funding is needed, but current funding allocated
to this project must be maintained while local investments are made and design work is
completed. A one-page handout describes the project and the local transportation
investments.

II.

Energy Resource Adequacy – Avoiding Blackouts
As the state moves toward its goal of becoming 100% carbon-free, Benton REA strongly
encourages legislators and policy makers to consider all options when advocating for and
deciding on clean energy resources. Regional utilities are expressing serious concerns
about the emerging reliability issues associated with the retirement of thermal baseload
generating resources and the focus on wind and solar as a primary source of power as it is
only an intermittent energy producer. Washington state must learn from California’s
mistakes when it comes to its reliance on intermittent energy producing if we are going to
avoid rolling blackouts. Both hydro and nuclear power are 100% carbon-free and each
resource does not rely on intermittent natural elements (wind or solar) to produce power for
the region and our energy policy must recognize and protect the value of both hydro and
nuclear. Benton REA supports carbon mitigation policies that do not adversely impact jobs
in Washington state or place our businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

III.

Local Control Essential for Rural Co-ops
Given the rural areas that rural electric cooperatives like Benton REA serve, cooperatives
have unique challenges, including very low density and difficult terrain. These challenging
circumstances are not universally shared by other forms of utilities. As a result, it is critical
that Benton REA and electric cooperatives are not included in legislation that uses the one
size fits all mandates. It is essential that the locally elected boards, which understand the
unique challenges that each cooperative face, be allowed to make important utility
decisions.
.

2021 Benton REA
Standing Legislative Positions
I.

II.

Rural Broadband
Benton REA supports the propagation of rural broadband and realizes the successful buildout must be safe, environmentally sensitive, aesthetically acceptable and economically
sustainable. COVID-19 forced many to work from home and conduct remote education for
our children, which has highlighted the lack of broadband service for rural areas. Benton
REA has conducted a feasibility study to provide broadband service to the communities it
serves and determined it was simply too expensive to justify the investment. We will
continue to work with legislators to help identify solutions for rural broadband.
Small Utility Exemptions
The smaller electric utilities’ ability to provide cost-effective, reliable and safe utility
services to their customers should not be jeopardized by unnecessary, one size fits all,
mandates or regulations. Electric cooperatives by their nature serve the less densely
populated areas of the state and generally areas that are under very difficult financial
environments.

III.

Retain net metering statute.
Benton REA finds no need to amend the current net metering statute. Any amendments
would need to consider the cost shift that currently exists with net metering.

IV.

Wildfire Suppression Policy
Benton REA supports wildfire suppression policy that includes forest management
practices must be proactive and executed regularly, wildfires must be extinguished
immediately regardless of jurisdiction or property ownership, and limit damage and fault
payment liability if utility has done everything reasonable in its power to maintain rightsof-way and mitigating danger tree threats.

V.

Feed in Tariffs
Feed in tariffs could force local utilities to purchase resource output from local electricity
generation that is not cost-effective or that does not comply with their integrated resource
planning efforts. Therefore, Benton REA opposes any legislation which includes feed in
tariff provisions.

VI.

Resist any legislative efforts to implement or increase utility taxes
Benton REA will continue to provide reliable and affordable electricity to its membership,
and, as part of these efforts, will resist any effort to give local or county government new
legislative authority to tax utility services or the state to increase the state utility tax.

CITY OF RICHLAND
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
WWW.CI.RICHLAND.WA.US | 509-942-7381
The following items are the top priority legislative
objectives of the City of Richland.

General Principles
Richland supports legislation that promotes the City
Council’s Strategic Leadership Plan and protects the City’s
ability to provide basic municipal services to its citizens.
Richland opposes legislation that would either preempt
authority or discretion that is traditionally and historically
vested with local governments, or which would impose
new or additional unfunded mandates upon local
jurisdictions.
Richland seeks to work with the Legislature to strengthen
the state and local government partnership and protect
current revenue sources available to the City, provide new
revenue options and to provide flexibility in the use of
existing revenues.

Public Safety
Richland is dedicated to public safety and takes a proactive role in ensuring we can consistently meet the needs
of our growing community. The City identifies the need
of a responsive funding model for the Criminal Justice
Training Commission to ensure law enforcement officers
have timely access to basic and continuing training.
Additionally, Richland supports modifications to state’s
wildland fire response, including full reimbursement for
mobilization costs, pre-positioning for mobilization and an
increase to wildland fire funding. Increased wildland fire
funding supports quicker, more robust response, increased
prevention efforts, and better forest health practices.
The City supports the Washington State Association
of Fire Marshals’ on issues including food truck safety,
townhome fire safety and adult family home safety.

Transportation
The City is leading a regional effort to acquire an
investment in SR240 to reduce existing congestion,
support economic growth, and improve safety for all users.
The investment should include the SR240 – Aaron Drive
Flyover Interchange Improvements, estimated to cost $30
million. The second requested improvement is the SR240
/ SR224 / Van Giesen Street Interchange, estimated to cost
$45 million
Richland, along with many other impacted local
governments, seeks action by the legislature to
establish a stable and increased level of funding for local
transportation needs, particularly system preservation.

Economic Development and Infrastructure Financing
The City of Richland needs additional economic
development tools to assist in maintaining, expanding,
and modernizing local infrastructure to spur local private
sector investment. Richland supports legislation, such as
Tax Increment Financing, which supports the city’s goals of
enhancing and diversifying our economy.

Public Works Trust Fund
The City requests that the legislature support full funding
of the Public Works Assistance Account loan program. In
the coming year the City anticipates applying for funding
through this program to retrofit its street lights to LED
technology and to construct infrastructure to prepare the
1,341 Acre Industrial Development Sites for marketing.

Lastly, the City supports stable funding and revenue for
fire service agencies by urging the passage of House Bill
1169.

2021
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Bateman Island Causeway
The City seeks to ensure adequate funding to address
offsite impacts of any State sponsored project to improve
the water quality in the mouth of the Yakima River, up
to, and including the relocation of the public and private
marinas.
Bateman Island is located at the mouth of the Yakima River
at its confluence with the Columbia River. The Island is
owned by the United States Army Corps of Engineers and
leased by the City of Richland for recreational purposes.
The Washington State Department of Natural Resources
owns a narrow strip of land providing the only access to
the island known as the Bateman Island Causeway.

City Utilities
The City of Richland supports legislation similar to Senate
Bill 6030, introduced in 2018, simplifying the process of
excessing low-value (<$50k) surplus property and/or
materials owned by a City Utility. Current law requires
all City utility assets go through a public hearing and
adoption of Council resolution to be declared surplus.
Legislation supporting elimination of this process for lowvalue surplus would simplify government processes and
enhance in the City’s ability to operate more effectively.
The City supports repeal of RCW 19.29A.090 requiring
options to purchase qualified alternative energy resources.
With public power over 98% carbon free and the Clean
Energy Transformation Act (CETA), RCW 19.29A.090 is
obsolete.
The coronavirus pandemic has introduced new financial
uncertainties for many Washingtonians. The City
proactively adopted a number of customer support
efforts to reduce the economic impacts of COVID-19,
and will continue to proactively seek out ways to
help our customers. However, utilities must remain
financially sustainable. We believe financial support for
our customers in need is vital to maintain critical utility
service and infrastructure and encourage the state to
move expeditiously to provide any relief possible.

A private environmental organization commissioned a
study that identifies poor water quality conditions in the
mouth of the Yakima River because of the Causeway. The
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife is now
the project sponsor to evaluate solutions to improve the
water quality.
A coalition of Tribes, federal and state agencies, local
property owners and private stakeholders has been
formed to work together to develop a mutually beneficial
solution. The United States Department of the Army
Corps of Engineers has approved the project as part of
their 1135 program and has begun the public participation
and project scoping phase of the project. The state is
expecting this project to be funded and constructed in the
23-25 biennium.
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